
City of Surprise 
Disability Advisory Commission 

Wednesday June 18, 2008 - 6:00 P.M. 
Surprise City Hall – Council Chambers 

12425 W. Bell Road, D-100 
Surprise, Arizona 85374 

 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

 
Members Present: 
Jim Olmsted, Chairperson  
Scott Hjalmervik 
Barbara Porter 
Michelle Lewis 
Ken Hill 
Wayne Nielsen  
 

Staff Present: 
Jean Poe, Risk Manager  
Nanette Bowles, Disability Advocate 

1. CALL TO ORDER  
Chairperson Olmsted called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m. at the Surprise City Hall, 
Classroom, 12425 W. Bell Road, D-100, Surprise, AZ 85374, on Tuesday, May 27, 
2008.  

 
2. APPROVAL OF MAY 27, 2008 MINUTES  

Chairperson Olmsted called for approval of the May 27, 2008 minutes. 
MOTION: Commissioner Hill moved to accept the minutes as presented, 
second by Commissioner Porter. Motion approved 6-0. 

 
3. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Councilman Longabaugh approached the Disability Advisory Commission to formally 
thank Chairman Jim Olmsted and Commissioner Barbara Porter for 4 years of service. 
He stated that he is proud of the efforts of the Commission and will continue to 
support these efforts.  
 

4. CURRENT EVENTS AND REPORTS 
Commissioner Lewis spoke of Arizona being one of the only six states that requires 
mandatory insurance for kids with autism. 
 
Chairman Olmstead thanked the Commission for all its hard work and said that they 
have a responsibility to continue what has been started by past members. 
 
Jean Poe informed the Commission that City Council approved the budget that 
included the $300,000 Enhancement Fund for fiscal year 2009. 
 

5. AGENDA 
A. Report on the Roadrunner Basketball Team – Commissioner Hill 

Commissioner Hill reported that the team was in California last weekend with 
the Southern Conference and need to travel there four times each season. On 
Oct. 25th they will play their first game in San Diego. On December 6th there will 
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be a home tournament in Surprise. At this event, three teams will come from 
out of town. The team continues to practice each Sunday from 12 to 3 pm at 
the Countryside School gym.   

 
B. Discussion and Possible Action on the Access Northwest Valley Project – 

Commissioner Nielson 
Ms. Bowles reported that the Northwest Valley Access committee is continuing 
to meet and is working with a Chamber volunteer to help promote the project. 
Information about the project continues to be included in the Chamber 
newsletters and brought up at the monthly breakfast. Ms. Bowles will be 
making a presentation at the August breakfast also.   
 

C. Community Education Report – Nanette Bowles, Disability Advocate 
Ms. Bowles reported that the following occurred in the last month:  

• June 3rd City Academy. 
• June 10th Sign Language Training for Police and Fire staff. 

Upcoming events include:   
• June 19th FACT Developmentally Disabled Support Group. 
• June 20th - Sign Language Training for Police and Fire staff. 
• July 8th - Dial-a-Ride Training (Mobility Loss). 

Ms. Bowles is also continuing to work with Linda Niles, from the Fire 
Department, for individuals with disabilities to voluntarily and confidentially sign 
up with a Registry system that alerts emergency personnel of a resident’s 
special need.   
 

D. Discussion and Possible Action on Visitability – Nanette Bowles, Disability 
Advocate: 
Ms. Bowles informed that Commission that the current version of Chapter 125 
still includes a requirement for all model homes to be accessible and the 
elimination of decorative paving that create excessive vibration. Though 
Chapter 125 has not passed yet, it is due to be heard again by the Planning & 
Zoning Commission in August.  

 
E. Discussion and Possible Action on the Enhancement Fund – Nanette Bowles, 

Disability Advocate: 
Ms. Bowles updated the Commission on the list of projects approved in Fiscal 
Year 2008. To date, the Commission has authorized the amount of 
approximately $284,000 towards ADA enhancements at the Public Safety 
building, for intersections, the Human Services building, Park-n-Ride, the 
Stadium and Community Park.   

 
6. AGENDA ITEMS FOR JULY 16, 2008 

Agenda items for the next meeting will include:   
• Public comments. 
• Current events and reports by Commissioners or staff. 
• Swearing in of new Commission Members. 
• Introduction of all Commission Members. 
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• Selection of Chair and Vice-Chair. 
• Commissioner Hill’s report on the Wheelchair Basketball Team. 
• Commissioner Nielsen’s Report on the Access Northwest Valley project.  
• Disability Advocate’s report on the Disability Advisory Commission. 
• Visitability Subcommittee report.  
 
 

7. ADJOURNMENT  
Chairperson Olmsted adjourned the meeting at 7:04 p.m. 
 

 
                                   __________________________________   

Jim Olmsted, Chairperson 
 
ATTEST: 

                               __________________________________ 
       Nanette Bowles, Disability Advocate 
 
CERTIFICATION: 
 
I, Nanette Bowles, Disability Advocate for the city of Surprise, Maricopa County, Arizona, 
do hereby verify that these are the true and correct minutes of the Disability Advisory 
Commission meeting held on Wednesday June 18, 2008. 
 
       _________________________________ 

       Nanette Bowles, Disability Advocate 
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