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City of Surprise 
Disability Advisory Commission 

Wednesday January 20, 2010 - 6:00 P.M. 
Northwest Regional Library 
16089 N. Bullard Avenue 
Surprise, Arizona 85374 

 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

 
Members Present:  
Wayne Nielsen, Chair 
Ken Hill, Vice Chair 
Scott Hjalmervik 
Michelle Lewis 
Jacob Taylor 
 
Members Absent:  
Michelle Hernandez, Tracy Smith 

Staff Present: 
Joe Gladieux Adaptive Recreation Supervisor 
Paul Frie, CRS Sports & Adaptive Rec. Div. Manager 

 
A.  ROLL CALL 

Chairman Nielsen called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. at the Northwest Regional 
Library, 16089 N. Bullard Ave, Surprise, Arizona 85374, on January 20 2010.      

 
B.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
C.  CURRENT EVENTS AND REPORTS 

There were no additional events or reports. 
 
D.  STAFF REPORTS 
 

City Manager Randy Oliver presented on the budget and updates for the remainder of the 
09/10 budget year. 
 
Reduction in force has come to a total of 94 positions being eliminated and has taken the 
city’s workforce to below 800 employees for the first time and this will reflect in services as 
a result. The city will reassign ADA responsibilities in an effort to cut costs. Mr. Oliver 
explained the city’s intent to transition the Disability Advisory Commission to the 
Community Development Department in the future. The city will subcontract needed 
training services as it sees fit for such things as disability or sign Language classes and 
Police and Fire requirements. Mr. Oliver reminded the Commission that there are few 
capital projects in the works for the future so the need for commission involvement will be 
decreased as well. 
 
Future needs in regards to ADA and disability related topics that Ms. Bowles previously 
handled will be the responsibilities of Mr. Gladieux and Mr. Frie in the CRS department.  
    

CALL TO THE PUBLIC 
There were no public comments. 
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E.  AGENDA 
1.  Approval of the November 18, 2009 Minutes  

Chairman Nielsen called for approval of the August 19, 2009 minutes.   
MOTION:   Commissioner Jacob Taylor moved to accept the minutes as presented, 
second by Commissioner Hjalmervik.  Motion approved 5-0. 

 
2.  Commissioner Reports  

a. Adaptive Recreation Report – Commissioner Taylor reported on the following: 
• Buddy Baseball Thursday nights and Saturday mornings. 
• Special Olympics  basketball is on Friday nights at Ashton Ranch at 6 pm 
• Buddy Basketball meets on Wednesday nights at Ashton Ranch Elementary at 

6 pm 
•  Power Wheelchair Soccer practice the first and third Saturdays of the month at 

Countryside Recreation Center from 4-5:30 pm 
b. Fair Housing Report – Commissioner Hjalmervik: 

Nothing to report 
c. Roadrunner Basketball Team Report– Vice Chair Hill: 

The Roadrunners competed in a tournament this past weekend and they finished 
in second place. Commissioner Hill also reported that the previously scheduled 
February 14th tournament has been moved to February 20th. 

e.  ALDA (Arizona Late-Deafened Adults) Report – Commissioner Lewis  
January 23 is the first anniversary special for ALDA. The group has a new 
newsletter that you a sign up for on the ALDA website. 

f. Access Northwest Index Report – Chairman Nielsen 
Chairman Nielsen reported that he would like to extend his appreciation for 
Nanette Bowles and her support to the Commission over the past 3 ½ years. 
Chairman Nielson pointed out to the commission that the Disability Advisory 
commission has been in existence for 5 years and that it was successful without 
full-time staff assistance in the beginning. He feels that it is imperative that the 
members of the commission step up and be more involved and that they have 
relied too heavily on Nanette and her knowledge of disability related topics. At this 
time the commission does not a have a full time staff or funds and that it is 
important for the commissioners to take charge in their designated areas of 
interest. 
 

3.  Discussion and Possible Action on publically recognizing Ms. Bowles and her service 
to the Commission and the residents of Surprise. – Chairman Wayne Neilson 
Facilitated a discussion on Nanette Bowles and her efforts and how they benefited the 
city over the past 3 plus years. 
 
MOTION:   Commissioner Hjalmervik moved to recommend a resolution for 
recognition by the commission of Nanette Bowles and her service to the City of 
Surprise, second by Commissioner Hill.  Motion approved 5-0. 
 

4.   Paul Frie reported on updates in relation to the disability summit and details 
associated with the upcoming event. Paul informed the commission that their services 
may be requested in the future to assist with the event on February 20th at Radiant 
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Church from 8 am to 12 noon. Paul Frie also reported on the current status of the city 
in regard to the ADA assessment in relation to curb ramps and pedestrian crossings.  

 
5. Commissioner Hill recommended that we discuss the current status of the commission.   

Due to time constraints, the status of the current budget, and the cost to facilitate this 
commission’s meetings, the DAC should consider moving  to bimonthly or quarterly 
meetings to help alleviate some time and costs associated with the commission. 

 
F.  AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING 

Agenda items for the next meeting will include:   
• Public Comments 
• Current Events and Reports by Commissioners or Staff 
• Staff Report  
• Approval of the January 20, 2010 Minutes 
• Commissioner Reports, including the following areas of focus: 

 Access Northwest Valley 
Project  

 Adaptive Recreation 
 ALDA (Arizona Late-

Deafened Adults) 
 Community Access 

 Community Education & Resource 
Development 

 Fair Housing 
 Roadrunners Wheelchair Basketball 
Team  

• Discussion and Possible Action on moving the Disability Advisory commission 
meeting to bi-monthly or quarterly 

• Consideration and action on items to be placed on future agendas 
 

G. ADJOURNMENT  
MOTION:   Commissioner Jacob Taylor moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:55 pm, 
second by Commissioner Lewis.  Motion approved 5-0. 

 
Chairman Nielsen adjourned the meeting at 7:05 p.m. 

 
                                   
_________________________________  
Wayne Nielsen, Chairperson 

 
ATTEST: 

                               __________________________________ 
       Joe Gladieux, Recreation Supervisor 
CERTIFICATION: 
 
I, Joe Gladieux, Adaptive Recreation Supervisor for the City of Surprise, Maricopa 
County, Arizona, do hereby verify that these are the true and correct minutes of the 
Disability Advisory Commission meeting held on Wednesday January 20, 2010. 
 
       _________________________________ 

       Joe Gladieux, Recreation Supervisor 


