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City of Surprise 
Disability Advisory Commission 

Wednesday February 17, 2010 - 6:00 P.M. 
Northwest Regional Library 
16089 N. Bullard Avenue 
Surprise, Arizona 85374 

 
DRAFT MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

 
Members Present:  
Wayne Nielsen, Chair 
Scott Hjalmervik 
Michelle Lewis 
Jacob Taylor 
Michelle Hernandez 
Tracy Smith 
 
Members Absent:  
Ken Hill, Vice Chair 
 

Staff Present: 
Paul Frie, CRS Sports & Adaptive Rec. Div. Manager 

A.  ROLL CALL 
Chairman Nielson called the meeting to order at 6:16 p.m. at the Northwest Regional 
Library, 16089 N. Bullard Ave, Surprise, Arizona 85374, on January 20 2010.   The 
meeting was started late due to the Chairman and Co chair not being present.   

 
B.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
C.  CURRENT EVENTS AND REPORTS 
 

Commissioner Lewis reported that she discovered a program for early intervention for 
kids with developmental concerns between the ages of 9 months and three years. The 
program is called Arizona Early Intervention. 
 
Commissioner Hernandez reported that in her block watch meeting she expressed her 
concern about the neighborhood tracking individuals with disabilities. Commissioner 
Nielson responded to her statement and informed her that the city of Surprise does 
indeed have a system in place that tracks individuals with disabilities in case an 
emergency situation arises. The program is run by the fire department and can be 
found on the Surprise website. 
Chairmen Nielsen deferred to Paul Frie in relation to the upcoming Disability and 
Human Services Summit on Saturday February 20. Paul reported that we are about 
98 percent ready for the event and the final touches will be completed in time for the 
event at Radiant Church. Paul expressed his interest in having the members of the 
commission present to help meet and greet everyone at the summit and help with 
various tasks as needed to help the event run smoothly. Chairmen Nielson thanked 
Paul for his update and commented that he is glad the summit is coming and 
appreciates the work that goes into planning it and how much the community benefits 
from such and event. Resources are becoming scarcer to residents as times get 
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tougher and this is a great event to offer up an opportunity for or residents to obtain 
valuable knowledge in one place. 

 
D.  STAFF REPORTS 

Chairman Nielson reported that we do not have a staff report and that we as a 
commission need to do our part even more since there is not a staff who will report on 
our behalf and we need to step up our involvement and be the voice to the 
community. We as a commission need to be available and be a valuable resource to 
our community and attend the summit as ambassadors of the D.A.C. 

 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC 
Mark Sword from Boy Scout Troop 628 was in attendance in preparation for earning his 
Eagle Scout Badge and was was recognized by Commissioner Smith. 
 
E.  APPROVAL OF ITEMS ON THE CONSENT AGENDA 
 No items were on consent. 
 
REGULAR AGENDA – NON-PUBLIC HEARING 
 
1.  Approval of the January 20, 2010 Minutes  
 

Chairman Nielsen called for approval of the January 20, 2010minutes.   
MOTION:   Commissioner Jacob Taylor moved to accept the minutes as presented, 
second by Commissioner Hjalmervik.  Motion approved 6-0. 

 
2.  Commissioner Reports  
 

a. Adaptive Recreation Report – Commissioner Taylor. 
 Commissioner Taylor reported on the following: Adaptive tennis Clinic Tuesday 

February 16th at the Surprise Tennis and Racquet Complex. Buddy Tennis season 
is getting ready to start on February 24 and registration is open. 

b. Fair Housing Report – Commissioner Hjalmervik 
 Nothing to report 
c. Accessibility-Commissioner Hernandez 
 Commissioner Hernandez reported on the following: I would like to see a process 

in place that if the Chair and Vice chair are absent that the next person in line be 
able to run the meeting and that being Michelle that she have the necessary tools 
to start the meeting and run it in case of an emergency. 

d. Commissioner Smith 
  Nothing to Report 
e.  ALDA (Arizona Late-Deafened Adults) Report – Commissioner Lewis  
 Commissioner Lewis reported on the following: The Arizona Governors council 

contacted Michel via the ALDA Website and asked if the Sonora Chapter could be 
listed on there website. The next ALDA meeting will be held on March 27th in 
Tempe and the conference this year will be held on September 1st  through the 5th 
in Colorado Springs Colorado. 

f. Access Northwest Index Report – Chairman Nielsen 
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 Chairmen Nielsen reported on the following: The Access Northwest project will  be  
picked up by the Surprise Northwest valley Chamber of Commerce as a lead type 
of project. Commissioner Nielsen will continue to serve on that committee moving 
forward. This project is very important and we as a commission need to stay 
involved in the project despite the news from the city manager that the city would 
be unable to sustain personnel hours on this project. 

  
 Chairmen Nielsen also reported on the celebration of the 50th anniversary here in 

Surprise and all of its components and how it all came together by residents 
offering information and stories and that it is important for them to be a part of this 
celebration in the future and assure that the city’s inclusion continues and people 
can come together as a result of our efforts. 

 
 In response to Commissioner Hernandez’s question on chairmen and Commission 

bi-laws and procedures. The commission is reformatted each year with elections 
and there is a training session that accompanies these elections. The open 
meeting laws are areas of concern and education on this is also obtained at this 
time and encourages Paul to help schedule a meeting to train our commission 
annually on this topic of procedures as they relate to this commission. 

  
 Chairmen Nielson also discussed the commission and the recommended number 

of participants being 7 and explained why it would need to be 7 and not 12. Of the 
7 commissioners 4 people occupying seats must have a disability. 

 
3.  Discussion and Possible Action on moving the Disability Advisory meetings to a 

Bi-monthly schedule. 
 
 Paul Frie reported on the recommendation by staff that the Disability advisory 

commission goes to bi-monthly or quarterly for its meetings. This is an attempt to get 
consistency across the board for all commissions in the city and bi-monthly and 
quarterly is the new standard. 

 
 Commissioner Smith made a motion to continue to have a monthly meeting schedule 

as opposed to changing it. 
  
 Commissioner Hernandez- Second the motion to continue to meet monthly. 
 The roll call vote was unanimous 6-0 to continue to meet monthly for Disability 

Advisory Commission meetings. 
 

 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
 Potential agenda items for March were discussed and include: 
 

• Public Comments 
• Current Events and Reports by Commissioners or Staff 
• Staff Report  
• Approval of the February 17, 2010 Minutes 
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• Commissioner Reports, including the following areas of focus: 
 Access Northwest Valley 
Project  

 Adaptive Recreation 
 ALDA (Arizona Late-
Deafened Adults) 

 Community Access 

 Community Education & 
Resource Development 

 Fair Housing 
 Roadrunners Wheelchair 
Basketball Team  

• Consideration and action on items to be placed on future agendas 
 

G.  ADJOURNMENT  
 
MOTION:   Commissioner Smith moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:17pm, second 
by Commissioner Taylor.  Motion approved 6-0. 

 
 Chairman Nielsen adjourned the meeting at 7:18 p.m. 

 
 
 
ATTEST:                                _________________________________  

Wayne Nielsen, Chairperson 
 
 
 
CERTIFICATION: 
 
I, Joe Gladieux, Adaptive Recreation Supervisor for the City of Surprise, Maricopa 
County, Arizona, do hereby verify that these are the true and correct minutes of the 
Disability Advisory Commission meeting held on Wednesday, February 17, 2010. 
 
       _________________________________ 

       Joe Gladieux, Recreation Supervisor 


