FRAMEWORK PLAN

The City of Surprise has a unique setting between the White Tank Mountains KEY COMPONENTS OF THE FRAMEWORK PLAN ARE:
and the Bradshaw Mountains to the north, creating a substantial desert plain

that is occasionally interrupted by major wash corridors. This natural setting of ¢  Natural Features as an overall Framework.

mountains connected by washes provides a unique opportunity to preserve and

create a natural framework for the City. ¢ Wash Greenways connect the City.

Similar to the City of Scottsdale’s Indian Bend Wash, Surprise has three similar, if
not larger, washes. The City has the opportunity to be visionary by protecting and
establishing Trilby Wash, 2 West Wash and Picacho Wash as the most important
natural features in the City. In addition to the natural features, two man-made
features, McMicken Flood Retarding Structure (McMicken Dam) and the Central
Arizona Project (CAP), provide great opportunities for large open space corridors,

conservation areas and wildlife corridors in what will be the future center of the “T h i s n at u ra I s etti n g of

City. McMicken Dam provides approximately 3,500-acres of open space in its

pool area. While its first priority is protecting the community from major flood mou nt a i ns conne ct e d by

events, for the City it represents a significant open space area that will provide

passive recreation, bikeways and trails, while sustaining desert wildlife. The CAP was h es p rovi d es a uni q ue

bisects the City from west-to-east, providing an important open space connection

between the wash corridors. Upstream of the CAP, this large corridor has potential o p p o rt un i ty to cre at ean at ura I

for a City Park that could include passive, as well as active recreation. Phoenix’s

Reach 11 Recreation Area is an example of the recreational uses possible within a fr amewor k fo r t h e C ity ’

very similar environment, including a major soccer complex, equestrian facilities,
trails and open space.

connected community framework diagram

*  Greenways will be a defining feature of the City.

¢ Conservation Lands Preserve Critical Habitat and Wildlife Corridors.
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